
 
 

Givaudan International SA 
Chemin de la Parfumerie 5 · 1214 Vernier · Switzerland 

Phone +41 22 780 91 11 · www.givaudan.com 

Trade media release 
Geneva, 27 April 2023 

Givaudan mourns the passing of former CEO Jean Amic  
 
 
Givaudan shares with heavy hearts and profound sadness that Jean Amic, former CEO of Givaudan, passed 
away on April, 26th in Grasse, France at the age of 87.  
 
Born in Paris in 1935, Jean Amic has profoundly marked the world of perfumery in the second half of the 
20th century. A direct descendant of the founder of the Roure company created in 1820, he is the son of 
Louis Amic, who notably was the first one to develop perfumes for “fashion designers”, the Fine 
Fragrances industry as we know it today. In 1962, Jean joined Roure after studying mathematics at the MIT 
in the United States. He headed the management of the Roure-Dupont center in New York from 1964 to 
1970, then took over as head of the company. He was combining a unique commercial sense with a deep 
knowledge of perfume design supported by a remarkable sense of smell which allowed him to reveal a 
unique talent in the direction of creative teams. He is at the origin of great successes such as Rive Gauche 
and Opium by Yves Saint Laurent, Poison by Christian Dior, Obsession by Calvin Klein and Loulou by 
Cacharel. In 1991, as Roche decided to merge its two subsidiaries Givaudan and Roure, he was appointed 
CEO of the new entity Givaudan-Roure until 2000, when Givaudan was spun off, becoming a public 
company. He left the Givaudan Board of Directors in 2002.  
 
“This is a profound loss of an exceptional person,” said CEO Gilles Andrier. “Jean and I have collaborated 
for many years. He guided me and initiated me in the fundamentals of this magic industry. I had kept a 
very close relationship with him until today and he continued to inspire me, always more interested at 
looking at the future then the past.” 
 
Jean Amic was an extraordinary person who was appreciated for his directness, his very sharp mind, his 
unique sense of humour, being truly an unconventional leader. He served as mentor to many of us, and we 
will be forever grateful for his years of leadership, the many lessons he taught us along the way and his 
immeasurable contributions. 
 
Our hearts go out to his wife and their two children at this difficult time.  
 
  



 
 
 
 
 

About Givaudan 
Givaudan is a global leader in Fragrance & Beauty and Taste & Wellbeing. We celebrate the beauty of 
human experience by creating for happier, healthier lives with love for nature. Together with our customers 
we deliver food experiences, craft inspired fragrances, and develop beauty and wellbeing solutions that 
make people look and feel good. In 2021, Givaudan employed over 16,800 people worldwide and 
achieved CHF 6.7 billion in sales with a free cash flow of 12.6%. With a heritage that stretches back over 
250 years, we are committed to driving long-term, purpose-led growth by improving people’s health and 
happiness and increasing our positive impact on nature. This is Givaudan. Human by nature. Discover 
more at www.givaudan.com. 
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